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“After I won the Oscar and the Golden 
Globe for West Side Story, I couldn’t get a 
movie to save my life,” says Moreno. “It was 
really awful, and I didn’t know what the heck 
WR� GR�� ,� KDG� SOD\HG� WKH� GH¿QLWLYH� +LVSDQLF�
character, and nobody was offering anything 
within that genre.”

Moreno was told by a prominent agent that 
she simply didn’t have what it takes. It was 
seven years before she made another movie. 
+HU�DGYLFH�WR�1HZ�(QJODQG�7HFK�*UDGV��³<RX�
KDYH�WR�¿QG�D�ZD\�WR�UHFUHDWH�\RXUVHOI��<RX�
must learn to just stand up, deal with it, and 
JHW�RQ�ZLWK�\RXU�OLIH�´�VKH�VD\V��³<RX�JHW�WKHVH�
blows and how you deal with them is how 
you’re going to deal with your life.”

Moreno faced blatant discrimination dur-
ing her early career, but her perseverance and 
versatility eventually allowed her to break free 

LQJ�RQ�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�V\VWHPV��+H�ZRUNHG�
ZLWK� 1HZSRUW� 1HZV� 6KLSEXLOGLQJ� RQ� QH[W�
generation aircraft carriers before moving to 
6DQ�'LHJR�WR�EXLOG�VKLSV�IRU�*HQHUDO�'\QDPLFV¶�
1DWLRQDO� 6WHHO� DQG� 6KLSEXLOGLQJ� &RPSDQ\��
1$66&2��ZKHUH�KH�GLUHFWHG�TXDOLW\�DVVXUDQFH�
and oversaw programs and engineering, before 
EHLQJ�QDPHG�SUHVLGHQW�LQ�������+H�UHWXUQHG�WR�
(OHFWULF�%RDW�DV�SUHVLGHQW�LQ������

�³7KHUH�LV�D�WUHPHQGRXV�DPRXQW�RI�SULGH�LQ�
shipbuilding,” says Graney. “It is a great honor 
to be a part of a team as dedicated to a mission 
DV�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�1$66&2�DQG�(OHFWULF�%RDW�´

1HZ� (QJODQG� 7HFK� ZRUNV� FORVHO\� ZLWK�
*UDQH\� WR� WUDLQ�HQWU\�OHYHO�ZHOGHUV�� VKLS¿W-
ters, machinists, and production planners for 
MREV�DW�(OHFWULF�%RDW�WKURXJK�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\¶V�
6KLSEXLOGLQJ� DQG�$GYDQFHG� 0DQXIDFWXULQJ�
,QVWLWXWH� �6$0,��� 1(,7¶V� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK�

Kevin M. Graney to be honored during 
Commencement

What did you do to get started with your career?

6HYHUDO�WKLQJV�KHOSHG�PH�JHW�P\�FDUHHU�JRLQJ��,�ZRUNHG�DORQJVLGH�
D�1HZ�(QJODQG�7HFK�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�0DQDJHPHQW�DOXP�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�
at his company designing/drafting which helped me while I was in 
school. For about four months I also worked as a general contrac-
tor doing residential remodeling. In that short time, I got real-world 
experience managing and working with sub-contractors to complete 
jobs. I also did a lot of freelance work, and I have a personal project 
that is heading for completion within a few weeks. 

Tell us about your current position.

,�MRLQHG�5RZVH�$UFKLWHFWV�LQ�(DVW�3URYLGHQFH��5,��DV�DQ�$UFKLWHF-
WXUDO�'HVLJQHU�LQ�1RYHPEHU�������,�DP�FXUUHQWO\�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�YDULRXV�
projects that include courthouses and housing authority renovations. 
I work with architects to produce construction documents, drafting, 
VFKHPDWLF�GHVLJQV��DQG�¿HOG�PHDVXULQJ��:H�DUH�DOVR�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�
QHZ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�IDFLOLW\�IRU� WKH�3URYLGHQFH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�3XEOLF�
:RUNV��DQG�,�ZLOO�OLNHO\�EH�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�GRFXPHQWV�WHDP��
which is one of our larger projects.

What do you feel prepared you for your position?

I joined Rowse Architects with more than a decade of experience in 
construction and architecture. I also worked as an architectural drafter 
LQ�WKH�%ULWLVK�9LUJLQ�,VODQGV�ZKHUH�,�JDLQHG�VNLOOV�LQ�ERWK�FRPPHUFLDO�
and residential design. In other positions I gained experience in cli-
ent relations, data management, construction management, project 
PDQDJHPHQW��EXLOGLQJ�FRGHV��¿HOG�PHDVXULQJ��%,0��&$'��DQG�PDQ\�
aspects of building design.

7KH will to continue learning and keeping up with the new practices 
and programs also helped me prepare for my current position. I had 

Benjamin Robin, a student from the British Virgin 
Islands, began his educational journey at New 
England Tech when he earned an Associate in 
Science degree with honors in Architectural 
Building Engineering Technology in 2018. To 
expand his knowledge, he earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree with honors in Architectural 
Building Engineering Technology in 2020. Ben 
continued his studies and received a Master of 
Science degree in Construction Management in 
2022. Combining his education and extensive 
work experience, Ben shares his success with 
Tech News readers.

What made you decide to attend NEIT?

$�IHZ�IULHQGV�DWWHQGHG�1HZ�(QJODQG�7HFK�DQG�WROG�
PH�KRZ�JRRG�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFH�ZDV��7KH\�H[SODLQHG�WKH�
hands-on approach to learning which was what I was 
looking for. 

Why did you choose your program?

I had been drafting and designing for years without 
D�FROOHJH�GHJUHH�XQWLO�P\�ZLIH�¿QDOO\�SXVKHG�PH�WR�¿OO�
RXW�WKH�1(,7�DSSOLFDWLRQ��,W�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�GHFLVLRQV�
that changed my life. 

COMMENCEMENT 2024
Rita Moreno, Famed Actress, Activist and Author, 

to Deliver NEIT Commencement Address

MORENO – Continued on page two GRANEY – Continued on page two

some professors who had their own companies and 
gave me pointers on what to expect once I completed 
college. Most of my job interviews were focused on a 
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�GRFXPHQW�GUDZLQJ�VHW�,�SURGXFHG�DW�1(,7��
0\�HGXFDWLRQ�DW�1HZ�(QJODQG�7HFK�KHOSHG�SODFH�PH�
on a path to success. 

Do you have any advice for graduates who are just 
beginning their job search?

6WDUW�QHWZRUNLQJ�IURP�QRZ��,�ZLVK�,�GLG�PRUH�QHW-
working because it gives you the opportunity to speak 
ZLWK�SHRSOH�LQ�\RXU�¿HOG�ZKR�FDQ�KHOS�\RX�JHW�LQWHUYLHZV��
Also, prepare yourself for interviews so you can do well. 
$OO�\RX�QHHG�LV�RQH�<(6�WR�JHW�LQ�WKH�GRRU��%H�RSHQ�WR�
new opportunities and show initiative. 

Three NEIT Degrees = Great Success

Benjamin Robin

General Dynamics� (OHFWULF� %RDW� 3UHVLGHQW��
Kevin Graney, will receive an honorary degree during 
1HZ�(QJODQG�,QVWLWXWH�RI�7HFKQRORJ\¶V�XSFRPLQJ�
FRPPHQFHPHQW��(OHFWULF�%RDW�LV�WKH�VLQJOH�ODUJHVW�
manufacturing employer in Rhode Island and plays 
D�SLYRWDO�UROH�LQ�QDWLRQDO�VHFXULW\��:LWK�*UDQH\�DW�
WKH�KHOP��(OHFWULF�%RDW�LV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�D�RQFH�LQ�D�
generation expansion, hiring thousands of people 
WR�EXLOG�WKH�VXEPDULQHV�WKDW�VHUYH�DV�D�¿UVW�OLQH�RI�
GHIHQVH�IRU�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��:LWK�D�IRFXV�RQ�WHDP-
work, he is known for uncompromising dedication 
WR�TXDOLW\�DQG�VDIHW\�

Graney has spent more than three decades work-
LQJ� LQ� DQG� DURXQG� VXEPDULQHV�� (DUO\� RQ�� KH� ZDV�
captivated by the cutting-edge technology essential 
LQ�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�VKLSV��+H�HDUQHG�D�GHJUHH�LQ�PDULQH�
HQJLQHHULQJ��ZDV�FRPPLVVLRQHG�DV�D�QDYDO�RI¿FHU��
DQG�VHUYHG�DERDUG�VXEPDULQHV��+H�EHJDQ�KLV�VKLS-
EXLOGLQJ�FDUHHU�ZLWK�*HQHUDO�'\QDPLFV�LQ������DV�
D�VHQLRU�HQJLQHHU��+H�DGYDQFHG�WR�VXSHUYLVRU\�UROHV�
and managed teams of designers and engineers work-

leGenDary actress Rita Moreno will deliver 
1HZ�(QJODQG�,QVWLWXWH�RI�7HFKQRORJ\¶V�FRPPHQFH-
PHQW�DGGUHVV�RQ�6XQGD\��0D\����������DW�WKH�$PLFD�
0XWXDO�3DYLOLRQ�LQ�3URYLGHQFH��5KRGH�,VODQG��'XULQJ�
a career that has spanned 80 years, the actress, dancer 
and singer has won every major award in show busi-
QHVV��6KH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�IHZ�SHUIRUPHUV�WR�HDUQ�WKH�
FRYHWHG�³(*27´�E\�ZLQQLQJ�(PP\V��D�*UDPP\��
DQ�2VFDU��DQG�D�7RQ\��6KH�LV�WKH�¿UVW�DQG�RQO\�/DWLQD�
ZRPDQ�WR�GR�VR��$W�WKH�DJH�RI�����VKH¶V�QRW�VORZLQJ�
GRZQ��6KH�UHFHQWO\�VWDUUHG�LQ�WKH�EORFNEXVWHU�¿OPV�
80 for Brady and Fast X. 6KH�FXUUHQWO\�VWDUV in the 
QHZO\�UHOHDVHG�FRPHG\�KRUURU�¿OP�The Prank and 
WKH�1HWÀL[�¿OP�Family Switch. 

%RUQ�LQ�3XHUWR�5LFR��0RUHQR�ZDV�GDQFLQJ�E\�WKH�
WLPH�VKH�ZDV�¿YH�\HDUV�ROG��6KH�PDGH�KHU�%URDGZD\�
GHEXW�ZKHQ�VKH�ZDV�����+HU�HDUO\�ZRUN�LQFOXGHG�UROHV�
LQ�WKH�FODVVLF�PXVLFDO�¿OPV�Singin’ in the Rain and 
The King and I, before her breakout role as Anita in 
West Side Story which earned her the Oscar for best 
supporting actress. 

IURP�VWHUHRW\SHV��6KH�EURNH�UDFLDO�DQG�JHQGHU�
barriers and became a beacon of inspiration 
WR�RWKHU�/DWLQD�DFWUHVVHV��6KH�LV�D�WUXH�+RO-
O\ZRRG� DQG� %URDGZD\� OHJHQG�� UHFRJQL]HG�
for her critically acclaimed performances. 
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From the Desk

of President

Richard Gouse

Greetings to all, 

DEAN’S LIST
The following students have achieved 
academic excellence for the term ending 
March 16, 2024. These full-time students have 



        TECH NEWS          SPRING 2024           Page 3



Page 4        NEW ENGLAND INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

See “Spot” Go! 
NEW ENGLAND
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Meet new people! Learn new things!
For information about any of these activities or events,  
please contact:

Melissa Hague, Student Activities Director, 739-5000 ext. 3565,  
or email mhague@neit.edu

Hannah Trautz, Student Activities Coordinator, 739-5000 ext. 3418,  
or email htrautz@neit.edu 

Student Activities


